
The Cartazini Biennial Award 2013
The Cartazini Biennial Award is a relatively new and constantly changing award.
Initially it began as a posthumous award in 1999 given to charities or
organisations connected to established – but deceased – artists. It then changed
to become a similar award made to selected living artists.

Today, rather than a pre-selected group of established artists being assessed by a
few panel members, it has become a truly open competition.

This document tells you all you need to know about how to enter the 2013 award.

Initial rules, regulations and information:

Basic information

i The Cartazini Biennial art award is open to all artists. We know we will have very
many applications. But the award can be given to just one artist. If you are
unsuccessful, please do not be discouraged.

ii Please note that at no time can correspondence be entered into except in
respect of the conditions as outlined below.

iii This year the award is FREE to enter. At no time do we ask or expect any
payment. If you hear otherwise, you are being misled. In future years this may
change and a small administration charge may be levied.

iv For security reasons you must have a website or some web presence in order
to enter into this competition. There is no exception to this rule. We make no
contact with artists – beyond e-mails – at anything but the latest stages of the
competition. However we do realise that many artists are not in a position to
afford a self-contained website. So we readily accept blogs or a webpage
constructed on one of the many free internet space providers. As long as we can
e-mail you and see your artwork, the nature of your web presence will not inhibit
your progression in this process.

v Your work remains your property at all times. We will not print, publish or use it
in any manner or form without first consulting you. Similarly we will not disclose
the names of any artists other than the eventual winner.

vi The award is open only to artists aged over 21 years of age as of 1st January
2013.



vii Although an International Competition, for reasons outlined below the award is
biased towards artists based in the European Union. This will not prevent artists
from outside of the EU winning the award, but it might be a deciding factor in the
later stages of the competition. Please bear this in mind if you are based outside
of the European Union. Outstanding non-EU artists may still win the award but
you are at a disadvantage.

Selection Rules

In order to reduce the initial number of applicants down to a manageable
figure, we have no option but to make a wholly random cut in the early stages.
Shocking news, yes. But we have no choice. This random cut will reduce the
number of applicants to one hundred. Still very many. If you are not happy about
this aspect of the process, please do not apply for the award.

The next stage of the process involves following the exact guidelines given in
this document. Any failure to follow the exact guidelines – which are not so strict
so please do not be alarmed – will result in removal from the process. Again, if
you are not happy about this aspect of the process, please do not apply for the
award.

Our word is, of course, final. As the saying goes, we are judge, jury and
excecutioners in this process. We will not reply to any questioning of our
decisions or even of the process of application. This document tells you all you
need to know. Again, if you are not happy about this aspect of the process,
please do not apply for the award

If you are happy with all of the above, and we hope that you are, you may now
consider entering for the Cartazini Biennial Award.

Best of luck!



The Competition

Contact us by e-mail and receive a copy of this document. You must then follow
the instructions contained herein exactly.

Stage 1:

Send us an e-mail with the following subject in the e-mail title.

”Cartazini Biennial Award – Entrant”

Nothing else. No attachments. No links. Anything else and you will be disqualified.

For reasons of impartiality, this stage of the process has to be completely
anonymous.

As of Midnight 31st July 2013 we will no longer accept any further e-mails. At this
time the above mentioned ’random cut’ is made.

If you are lucky enough to survive the random cut you will then hear from us by
email. Expect this to be during the month of August.

If you are not selected – unfortunately you will not hear from us. But we wish you
luck in the future and remind you that you can enter again in 2 years time.

Stage 2: 100 artists

Upon receipt of an e-mail from us, informing you that you have made Stage 2 of
the competition, the real work begins.

There are two parts to Stage 2.

1. You must now nominate one piece of your own artwork. This must be viewable
on the internet as mentioned above – we will not open any attachments sent to
us and any artist who sends attachments will be disqualified. How you present
that piece, on the internet, is up to you. But, obviously, the more we can see, the
more information you give about the piece, the better your chances. As soon as
you are satisifed to show the piece, send us an e-mail telling us of the exact web
location We will then examine and consider your work. If you get the exact web
location wrong – yes, you’ve guessed it - you will be disqualified. (We really
cannot spend time searching through websites).

2. At this same time you must also enter a brief essay based upon the following
question. Include the essay in your e-mail with your web location. The essay may
be written in English, French, Italian or German. We regret we cannot accept



essays written in any other language.

The essay question:

”In no more than 500 words, please tell us what we want from the Cartazini
Biennial Award”

Upon receipt of your e-mail we will consider both your artwork and your essay.

Artists who are successful at this stage will be accepted to Stage 3 at the end of
this selection.

As soon as we have selected 20 artists for Stage 3, Stage 2 will close. We will
then notify those 20 by e-mail that they have made Stage 3.

If you are not notified, you have not made Stage 3.

Stage 3: 20 artists

By now there are only 20 artists left in the process. And it is probably autumn
2013.

We want now to cut this number down, quite quickly, to just 6 artists.

So, in reply to the e-mail you receive informing you that you are in Stage 3 of the
process, nominate one more piece of your work and send us the exact web-address
of this piece. Tell us as much as you can about the piece. Try to really
sell it to us with good images and a good description.

Also, at this stage, tell us all you feel is relevant about you. We want to
understand the artist as well as the art. (We do not need to have an address or
phone number or any personal details – we only want to know about what you
have done in terms of art and what your artistic ambitions are).

We will then pick the 6 artists we think best match our requirements. We will
contact those 6 only by e-mail to arrange a viewing of their work. If you not
contacted, you have not made Stage 4.

Stage 4: 6 artists

If you are through to Stage 4, then over the course of the late autumn months
and throughout winter 2013/2014, we will want to view your work.

At this time only, will we accept personal questions on the process. So if you
reach Stage 4 and have any queries, at that time, please do feel free to ask.

There are two options for stage 4:



If you are based in the European Union, it may be possible for you to arrange to
bring some of your work to us. If you are unable to visit in person, please follow
the procedure for non-EU based artists.

If you are not based in the European Union we will want you to ship some of your
work to us. (This is why the competition is biased towards EU citizens; we will be
glad to view work sent to us, but we have usually found in the past that seeing
the artist in person – with their work – creates the stronger impression).

So Stage 4 goes as follows:

In late Autumn 2013 (October, November) we will contact you by e-mail and
inform you that you have made the last 6.

If you are based in the EU, we will then arrange a time and place where we can
view your work.

If possible we would ask you to visit us. If that is not possible, then please follow
the instructions for non-EU based artists. (See below).

If you are visiting us, please also take note of the following points:

 Expect a viewing to last for a whole morning or afternoon. It cannot be
undertaken during the evening.

 If you have concerns over your own security, by all means bring another
person with you.. But please do note that they may not comment on your work.
All questions put to you must be answered by you.

 A final decison will not be taken at the time of a visit.

 What work you bring and how you present it will be entirely up to you. If you
wish to display the work in a gallery setting, we can arrange that for you. But
please let us know in advance.

If you are not based in the EU, then we will require you to ship your work to us.
The shipping address will be given to those artists who have reached Stage 4 and
to whom this applies. But please note that shipping costs will not be refunded.
Nor do we take any liability for loss or damage during shipping. In exceptional
circumstance, we may make a contribution towards the shipping costs. Nearer to
the time, please talk to us about this.

The final selection:

At the end of the viewing process (Stage 4), a winner will be chosen. All of the
final 6 artists will be told of the final decision. At this stage, the process is closed



and no further communication will be undertaken.

There can only be ONE winner.

The winner will then be invited to Paris. Firstly to visit the offices of Cartazini and
then to recieve the award. For reasons of security, you may bring one other
person with you. We expect the winner to be announced in early Spring 2013.

What happens after you have received the award is mostly down to you! We
would of course be keen at that time to have an exhibition of your work. We
would also be looking to gain as much publicity as possible from the award – for
you, your work and of course for ourselves. But all of that is for the future...

Key points :

The above covers everything we think you need to know. We will not enter into
communication with any artist or organisation about this award except as outlined
in the above document.

If you are unhappy with any of the above, please do not enter for the award
process.

At all times, only artists who are to continue to the next Stage will receive contact
from us. If you receive no contact, you have not been successful this time
around.



Timetable:

Close of initial e-mail stage. Midnight July 31st 2013.

Notification of entry into Stage 2 – during the month of August by e-mail.

Notification of entry into Stage 3 – September or October 2013

Notification of entry into Stage 4 – October or November 2013.

Viewing throughout Winter 2013/2014.

Award presentation – Late winter or early Spring 2014.



Notes on the Cartazini Gallery:

Cartazini art gallery is not an art gallery. At least not in the traditional sense of
the word. We are a number of individuals interested in art. Specifically we collect
art – as requested by our numerous international clients. When we have a
suitable number of works, we hire an art gallery or other interesting exhibiton
space and then we have a private/limited showing of these pieces – this showing
is limited to registered clients who have specified an interest in the collection of
these pieces. From time to time, we offer a new artist and new art work at one of
these shows. As you might imagine, this can represent a significant breakthrough
for the artist involved.


